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By: Nick Fitzsimmons
     The VWHS AP Government 
class once again competed in the 
annual “We the People” competi-
tion, held this year in Columbus on 
Feb 1.
     The Unit Six team, consisting 
of Nathan Bidlack, Lawson Black-
more, and Hayden Maples, won the 
Ohio Constitution award. However, 
overall, the VWHS team lost to 
Findlay by about 10 points.
     “Because of the weather, the 
competition only consisted of one 
of the two questions that were given 
to each unit,” said Mr. Kallas, gov-
ernment teacher.
     The AP seniors overall qualified 
as the Ohio wild card, which meant 
they could have gone to the nation-
al competition in Washington D.C. 
However, they decided not to go to 
the competition because of the

We The People
other activities taking place that 
weekend.
     “I am very impressed with the 
AP class and what they were able to 
do,” said Mr. Kallas.
     “They had great success.”

By: Gage Chiles
     The year 2019 is nearly two 
months in, and the weather has 
been all but ordinary.
     Temperatures have reached as 
high as the upper 50s and as low as 
-40 degrees with the wind chill. The 
temperature has not been the only 
crazy thing about the weather, since 
there has been wind, snow, rain, 
sleet, fog, and even some sunshine.
From Jan. 30 through Feb. 2, the 
temperature ranged nearly 50 
degrees, and the change felt much 
worse than that, since wind chills 
made the difference closer to 90 
degrees in only five days.
     The weather has taken a toll 
on schooling, as we have already 
missed 12 days since the new year. 
In the last twenty years, the most 
days of cancelled school through 
February has been eight, which 
happened in 2014. We have easily 
beaten that record.
     With Groundhog Day already 
passed, there is some good news in 
sight. Punxsutawney Phil did not 
see his shadow, which means an 
early spring! And by the way, spring 
officially begins March 20, which 
isn’t that far away.
     With two months already done, 
let’s hope for a better weather out-
look for the rest of 2019.

Winter 
Weather
Update



By: Charlie Pauquette
     Last year, 2017 Van Wert gradu-
ate Madison Pauquette decided to 
take on a non-traditional lifestyle 
when she left high school. Instead 
of going straight to college after 
graduating, she took a gap year to 
move to Chicago and join a pro-
gram called “Mission Year.”
     This program is for people ages 
18-30 who live and work to help 
under-resourced and minority
communities.
     It wasn’t until about halfway 
through Pauquette’s senior year 
of high school that she discovered 
Mission Year. She loved what the 
program was doing, but to her it 
was about more than that.
    “I wanted, and still want, to 
live like and with the people who 
society ignores and marginalizes. It 
was about more than just helping 
people; I wanted to build a commu-
nity with them, become family with 
them, and live in solidarity with 
them. We can’t truly help people
unless we understand their strug-
gles and are willing to live through 
it alongside them,” Pauquette said.
     To join this program, Pauquette 
needed to raise money, and to 
do that she needed to enlist a lot 
of people’s support. so she went 
around to various churches and 
organizations throughout Ohio

Maddie On A Mission
and gave presentations. Along with 
that, she sent out a lot of letters ask-
ing people for support.
     In Chicago, Pauquette lived in a 
house with nine roommates. They 
all gave up certain privileges, such 
as WiFi and TV, and they did all of 
their laundry at laundromats and 
lived on a very low income.
     “The purpose of giving up our 
privileges was so we had to lean 
on our community to help us get 
through everyday life,” said Pau-
quette.
     Every Saturday night they had a 
“hospitality night,” where they in-
vited people from their community 
to their house to have dinner and 
play card games.
     “It was a really great way to get 
to know all kinds of people from 
places where we volunteered,” said 
Pauquette.
     The experience of living in pov-
erty and making a difference in the 
community was truly life changing 
for Pauquette.
     “I had never truly felt what it 
meant to be part of a community 
until I was forced to struggle my 
way through life with the support 
of other people,” said Pauquette. “It 
was a really difficult, trying year, 
but it was also the most rewarding 
experience of my life.”

Junior Delaney Eyanson 
was recently named the 11th 
grade winner in the 2019 Ohio 
Civil Rights Commission Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Essay 
Contest. Every year, hun-
dreds of high school stu-
dents enter the contest, with 
one student chosen in each 
grade, grades 6-12. Eyan-
son and other winners were 
recognized by the Commis-
sion at an award ceremony in 
Columbus on Thursday, Feb. 
28. This is the second time 
in three years VWHS has had 
the 11th grade winner.

MLK Essay



By: Storm Matthews
     Reading has many benefits that 
most people today don’t care to 
consider. Reading books leads to 
higher intelligence. People who 
read score higher not only on read-
ing tests but generally on other tests 
of intelligence, as well. 
     In children, reading introduces 
50 more words on average than TV 
or conversation. Reading also helps 
the neurons in the brain make more 
connections allowing for quicker 
thinking overall, thus helping 
people with last minute decisions. 
    Reading regularly also increases 
memory function, especially as 
people age. The Huffington Post 
found that reading helps the mind 
work better longer, and regular 
reading decreases mental decline by 
32 percent.
     Reading fiction helps to increase 
empathy. By connecting with 
characters in stories people better 
develop the skills needed to under-
stand other people’s mental states,

Reading Rewards
which leads to better connections 
in real life. Those who engage their 
mind in stimulating activities like 
reading are also 2.5 times less likely 
to develop Alzheimer’s disease. 
Reading self help books can even
help prevent depression by com-
bating the feelings of hopelessness 
caused by depression. 
     A Sussex university study found 
that reading can help reduce stress 
by 68 percent. It has also been 
found that forming a night-time 
routine that includes reading causes 
reading to become a trigger that 
sends signals to that mind that it is 
time to sleep.
     In addition to reading in general, 
reading a physical book instead 
of an e-book provides even more 
benefits, as reading an e-book can 
decrease reading speed by 20-30 
percent. Also, flipping the pages 
of a book activates more than one 
sense, which involves more of the 
brain, thus allowing for even better 
retention of what was read.



SPORTS SIGNINGS



SPORTS

By Gage Chiles
     Each week, area coaches and 
athletic directors submit the name 
of an athlete to be awarded the Van 
Wert Independent/Northwest Ohio 
Welch Trophy Student Athlete of 
the Week.
     Nominations are based on lead-
ership, performance, and involve-
ment.
     The latest Van Wert High School 
winner is Drew Bagley, who was 
nominated by athletic director Ben 
Collins. This is not the first time 
Bagley has received the award, as 
he did the same during last year’s 
basketball season. This makes 
Bagley the first two-time winner of 
the award.
     Other award winners from 
VWHS include Gage Chiles, Rea-
gan Priest, Caylee Phillips, and 
Lawson Blackmore.

Student Athlete 
of the Week

SPORTS 
STANDINGS

Boys Basketball - 13-9

Girls Basketball - 5-17

Wrestling - 6th WBL

Boys Swimming 9th WBL

Girls Swimming - 6th WBL

Girls Bowling - 5th WBL

Boys Bowling - 6th WBL

     A winner is drawn each Friday 
from area schools, with each win-
ner featured in The Van Wert Inde-
pendent. Winners are also given a 
t-shirt, courtesy of Northwest Ohio 
Welch Trophy.

By: Charlie Pauquette
     On Saturday, Feb. 16, the Cougar 
wrestling team traveled to Wapa-
koneta for the Western Buckeye 
League Championships. The Cou-
gars fought hard and were able to 
achieve a 6th place finish.
     One of the bright spots for the 
Cougars that day included two 
first-place victories. Senior Isaiah 
Bretz took home a first-place vic-
tory in his weight class, along with 
Junior Gabe Steyer, who also took 
home a first-place victory in his 
weight class.
     After a great WBL day for the 
Cougar wrestling team, they re-
turned home to practice for tour-
nament time. The Cougars then 
started their State run on Saturday 
Feb. 23 with a goal of continuing on 
from there.
     All-in-all, this was a season to 
remember.

WBL 
Championships

By: Ryan Hollingsworth
     After starting with a 4-6 record, 
the Cougars bounced back with 
wins over Marion Local, Kalida, 
Coldwater, Kenton, Elida, Bath, 
Celina, and LCC. They also lost 
hard fought battles to Shawnee, 
Bryan, and St. Henry. 
     The Cougars have been led by 
Nate Place, Lawson Blackmore, 
Drew Bagley, Owen Treece, and 
LeTrey Williams. 
     The team showed out on senior 
night against the LCC T-Birds with 
an astonishing 27 points in the 
first quarter, which then led to a 20 
point win to end with a bang! 
     The Cougars began this year’s

Basketball Bounces 
Back

tournament run on Tuesday, Feb. 
26 against the Bath Wildcats. 
     The Lady Cougars brightened 
their season with a playoff win after 
a 5-16 regular season record.  
       After a back and forth game, 
the Lady Cougars ended up secur-
ing the playoff win with an impre-
sive score of 51-46. The Ladies were 
led by Reagan Priest with 19 points. 
      The Lady Cougs played their 
last game in Sectional Final on 
Saturday, Feb. 23, against the Napo-
leon Wildcats. 
     Congratulations to all the se-
niors and team members on anoth-
er exciting season of basketball.



 By: Clayton Proffitt
     Mr. Koontz was a guidance 
counselor at Van Wert High School 
for 17 years and spent 14 years 
teaching business. Recently, he took 
on a new role as career counselor, 
continuing the positive effect he has 
had on kids throughout the high 
school for years.
     His position involves talking to 
a lot of people, including students, 
teachers, and businesses. 
     Another thing he organizes is 
the C.E.O program. The C.E.O 
program, which offers an opportu-
nity for students to get first-hand 
experiences with local businesses. 
   “ This year, there are 55 students 
and 32 businesses in the program. 
I find new business contacts and 
meet with new business partners.” 
said Koontz. 
     The businesses that participate 
in the C.E.O program vary each 
year based on student interest and 
the type of job experiences they are 
seeking.
     There is a wide range of busi-
nesses that participate in the C.E.O. 
program, and many around Van 
Wert are starting to take notice.
     Mr. Koontz is helping to put 
together some great opportunities 
for seniors at VWHS. In his second 
year as a career counselor, Koontz 
is continuing to help students along 
their career paths. 
    Thank you, Mr. Koontz!

A Day in the 
Life...

By: Issac Alverez
     Van Wert City Schools launched 
a new website on Friday, Jan. 18, 
found at www.vwcs.net.
     The new website was developed 
after new laws required that school 
websites comply with the standards 
of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. Therefore, the new website was
created to make sure the site is ac-
cessible to all, including those with 
disabilities.
     VWCS teamed with School-
Pointe, a web development com-
pany that builds websites
specifically for schools, making sure 
they meet the ADA standards and 
guidelines.
     The main district and school 
building URLs remain the same as 
before. In addition, all the building 
websites are available from the Van 
Wert City Schools site.

VWCS 
Launches 

New 
Website

On Friday, Feb. 15, Tony Hoff-
man spoke to the Van Wert 
High School student body 
about his life experiences, 
starting with his struggles as 
a young adult battling drug 
addiction, and following his 
story to today, when he is 
now the coach for the Olym-
pics BMX team.

By: Raelan Duer
     The Niswonger Performing Arts 
Center hosted a college credit plus 
meeting on Feb 13, with representa-
tives from five local colleges present 
to tell what they have to offer for 
high school students regarding Col-
lege Credit Plus.  
     Wright State, UNOH, Ohio State 
Lima Campus, Rhodes, and Ohio 
Northern attended, with other col-
leges now open to CCP. 
     The letter of intent for future 
high school participants is due 
April 1, 2019.

CCP 
Meeting



On Thursday, Feb. 21, juniors 
took the state mandated ACT 
test in the Lecture Hall. While 
the juniors were testing, 
sophomores took the pre-
ACT, and seniors toured local 
businesses while freshmen 
followed a special schedule 
of classes.

By Gage Chiles
     On Saturday, Jan. 27, Van Wert 
High School hosted its fifth annual 
regional robotics qualifier. A total 
of 28 teams made the trip to Van 
Wert for a chance to qualify for the 
state competition.
     One thing that is new to VWHS 
this year is the addition of a second 
team. There is a more experienced 
team, Van Wert Robotics, and a 
“rookie” team; Cougar Robotics.                   
     At the regional qualifiers, both 
teams did their jobs and qualified 
for the state robotics competition. 
In First Tech Challenge, the top 
seeded teams from earlier competi-
tions earned the right to select their 
other alliance members. Van Wert 
Robotics was the only team to go 
undefeated, so they were the first to

Robotics Teams Qualify for State

 choose their other team. They se-
lected their friendly younger team, 
pairing up with Cougar Robotics 
in the championship. New Bremen 
was the second team selected for

the final alliance.
     In the end, the trio won the 
competition and all three teams 
competed at the state competition 
on Feb. 22.

Bidlack Bowls for State

Senior Nathan Bidlack competed in the state bowling 
tournament on Saturday, March 2 in Rossford, Ohio.



By: Charlie Pauquette
1.) Which player has won the Super Bowl MVP three times?- Joe Mon-
tana
2.) Which team has played in four Super Bowls but has never led at any 
point during the
game?- Minnesota Vikings
3.) What is the name of the trophy for the winner of the Super Bowl? –
The Vince
Lombardi Trophy
4.) If the Super Bowl is the 2nd most watched sporting event, what is the 
most watched
sporting event every year? –Soccer Champions League Final
5.) What company pays the MVP of the Super Bowl every year to sponsor 
their business?
–Disneyland
6.) Which team was the first team to win five Super Bowls? - Pittsburgh 
Steelers
7.) Which team won the first Super Bowl? –The Green Bay Packers
8.) Which current NFL teams have never played in a Super Bowl? –De-
troit Lions,
Houston Texans, Jacksonville Jaguars, and Cleveland Browns
9.) Which teams are tied for the most Super Bowl wins?- Pittsburgh Steel-
ers and New
England Patriots
10.) Who won this year’s Super Bowl?- New England Patriots

Super Bowl Trivia

By Nick Fitzsimmons
     On Feb. 4, this year’s annual gingerbread contest began, with construc-
tion taking place during PAWS. Voting for this special event took place 
Feb. 12 -14, and the winner was announced on Feb. 15.
     Staff members also had a contest, which closed on Feb. 12. Voting for 
the staff was also held Feb. 12-15.
     A total of 12 teams competed in the contest.

GIngerbread 
Showdown


